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clinrge of the heir, pirnce Homy, and1 the princess of France.
Marguerite, his little wife, the daughter of Louis YIL Both
children loved Beoket passionately.

Stephen Becker, devotedly attached to the race of Alfred, had
followed Edgar Attic-ling's banner in his crusades, and was taken
prisoner. AT iEiih^nietan chiefs daughter having aided Ms escape,
he promised her marriage. After Stephen successfully arrived
in London, the Syriiui princess escaped to England. When she
entered London she knew not a word of English, nor where to
find her bver, who&e Christian name however she remembered
well. So she wandered up and down Cheapside, a quieter place
than it is now, reiterating mournfully 4* Stephen I Stephen!" and.
as Stephen was portreeve, he soon heard her, led her home, had
her baptized, and married her. Their eldest son Thomas proved
one of the cleverest and handsomest men in the island. Edu-
cated in the church, though not of it, he was an archdeacon,
who might leave it and murry if he pleased; but he was not an
ordained priest, and was very guy and merry, a favourite of
Henry II., his prime iniiii&ter. and lord-chancellor.

The Aiiglo-Xorman kings were always coveting the vast revenues
that passed through the hands of the church. There were no
poor-rates or union poor-houses; the clergy supported the desti-
tute, and employed those who could work chiefly in agricultural or
pawtoral pursuits or architecture. The Xonnan sovereigns at the
death of a prelate often kept the revenues of church lands and
tithes in their hands as long as possible, whereby the poor were
starved and deprived of certain employment. The king endeavoured
to restrict the power uf the clergy, but having made Becket primate,
he found his favourite took the part of the church against him.
Contention ensued, but matters grew worse after he held the
council of Clarendon, 1104, when the king's wishes were confirmed
by a majority of English prelates. Becket excommunicated them
all left England, and sought the protection of the pope. At
this juncture died the empress Matilda, September 10th, 1167,
just as she had, with some appearance of good will to Becket,
endeavoured to mediate the quarrel.

Mean time queen Eleanora brought the king a large family of
Euglish-l >om sons and daughters. Her youngest son John saw the
light first at Woodstock, 1107; he was his father's favourite child.
Richard was the beloved of his mother, and was brought up chiefly
at Poitou, with the prospect of governing his mother's southern
dominions, not independently, but after feudal homage done to
his father and mother and his elder brother Henry. Eleanora
had three daughters,*BIatilda, married to Henry the Lion, duke of